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Not only had the attempt failed but the men had been
caught, and one of them, Peter Oreb, had made a full
confession, incriminating Pavelitch and compromising
Italy, The trial had taken place in March, in Jugoslavia,
in a blaze of publicity. The position of Pavelitch,
suborned by Italy, was made clear to the Jugoslavs,
perhaps to the world. On the ist of April the three
men had been condemned to death.

Pavelitch put a brave face on it, declaring in one of
his subsidized papers: "We condemn Alexander the
Last, and honour Oreb and his companions." He could
not afford to admit that Oreb had betrayed him. On
the other hand, the Italians were losing patience. If he
failed so disastrously in his plots they might have to
dispense with his services and expel him from the
country. In order to safeguard his position Pavelitch
must make another attempt and this time must succeed.
He organized the assassination at Marseilles so thor-
oughly because his future career and personal safety
depended on his making good his boast that he would
find "The Gipsy" and kill him.

King Alexander, though with a price on his head,
was devoted to international peace. He was a soldier
by training but had become a pacifist. He knew the
dreadful reality of war. As a youth he had fought
through the Turkish and Bulgarian campaigns. In his
prime of manhood he had gone through the ordeal of
the Great War. He had seen enough of lands laid
waste and carnage. He was no firebrand. During all
the stormy period from 1918 to 1934 he threatened no
one. He was repeatedly threatened by Italy but he made
no martial response beyond perfecting the organization
of defence. To pacify tribal passions within his enlarged
territory he sacrificed the proud name of Serbia to call
his kingdom Jugoslavia. That sombre word is a collective
description: it merely means South Slavia, It was,
moreover, his fond hope that the embittered Bulgarians,
who are also Slavs, might at some future date cast in